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There are a number of popular bedding
plants used in the landscape today; some
deserving the attention they get, others
not-so-deserving.  A good example of a
successful landscape annual is wax
begonia.  It is popular because plants bloom
all season long,  do not require much
maintenance, and are relatively tolerant of
climatic extremes.

One goal of the NCSU annual trial
program is evaluation and promotion of
new or under-utilized bedding plants for
the Southern landscape.  We attempt to
use the following criteria when rating the
landscape performance of the annuals in
our trials:

❶ Full-Season Color.  Landscapers
are looking for plants with dependable
landscape performance; full-season color
is a definite advantage over short-season
impact plants.  Nicotiana always has a
short period of fantastic color in our trials,
but doesn’t maintain color for the extent of
the summer season, whereas gomphrena
continues to bloom and rebloom all
summer long.

❷ Low-Maintenance Plants.  Low-
input bedding plants are sometimes
preferable over annuals requiring routine
care in the landscape.  Maintenance such
as dead heading or pruning increases labor
demands and costs, and some landscapers
are willing to trade off some color show
for less labor requirements.  A good
example would be substituting
melampodium for marigolds to eliminate

the need to continuously remove dead
and dying flowers.  An ever increasing
concern with respect to maintenance in
the landscape is disease and pest tolerance.
For example, Phytophthora blight is
becoming a prevalent disease in many
Southern color beds.

❸  Tolerance of Extremes.  North
Carolina weather is consistent--
consistently unpredictable.  The past four
years are good examples.  The 1995
bedding plant season offered us torrential
rains in June then a drought until
September; temperatures were normal.
In 1996, we again experienced “normal”
temperatures, but received 35.3 inches of
rainfall during the 5-month trial period
(including 10 inches on 5 September due
to Hurricane Fran).  The 1997 trial period
started with a very cool May and June,
and the rainfall total for the season was
below average.  In 1998, temperatures
averaged above normal and we were once
again below average rainfall.  Tolerance
of temperature extremes, drought, even
of humidity and excessive rainfall are
crucial characteristics that dependable
landscape bedding plants should possess.

❹  Uniqueness.  Colorscaping is
becoming more and more competitive,
and many firms have capitalized on the
concept, “novelty sells.”  Novelty can be
expressed in unusual flower shapes,
colors, fragrances, plant growth habits, or
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through plant manipulations in the
landscape.  A good example is the ability to
shear and shape gomphrena and still have it
reflower.  Landscapers requiring a formal,
manicured look can take advantage of this
unique characteristic.

The listing of plants presented in this
leaflet includes only a portion of new
materials and new uses for established
materials that are available.  The cultivars
in the table are those that we have had
success with in our trials, but obviously
there are many more available in the trade.

Each year, we publish a full report of
summer and winter annual bedding plant
performance ratings.  You can obtain a
copy of these summaries on the internet by
accessing:

http://www2.ncsu.edu/floriculture/

The summaries are listed in the Research
Report submenu at that location on the
world wide web and can be read with
Acrobat Reader.  You may also contact
your County Extension Center to view a
copy of the results.


